
er delegations. “This year 

was more involving for eve-

ryone. It was great way to 

get everyone together and 

mix each other up. I thought 

it was really fun, and inter-

acting with other delegates 

was a lot easier and more 

comfortable than last year,” 

Stevens Point delegate Isa-

bella Zimmer said. All in all, 

delegates enjoyed the idea of 

having time to do what they 

wanted in the hotel and 

build new friendships. Fri-

day Fun Night was a place 

to get to know one another 

in an easy, more comforta-

ble way than years past. 

Most importantly, delegates 

enjoyed the new idea of hav-

ing a more inclusive time to 

interact with each other. By 

the end of the night, many 

delegates concluded that this 

new change was for the bet-

ter.  

 

Devoted to the  

Devotionals: Hunter 

Dresden and Jenna 

Simo 

On Friday night, during our 

“mandatory fun time”, dele-

gates broke off into groups 

to discuss, reflect and get to 

know one another. The rea-

soning behind this time is 

for delegates to be able to 

open up and look over posi-

tive memories of the day. 

They were asked their name, 

delegation, random ice 

breaker questions, and  what 

their favorite part of the day 

was. Many delegates favor-

ite moments varied from the 

bus ride, meeting new peo-

ple, and being in the capital 

for the very first time. First 

year delegate Maddie Pease 

enjoyed Devotionals. “It’s a 

great way to 

connect 

with people 

from other 

delega-

tions,” Mad-

die said. 

Although 

devotional is required, it is 

always a great time, and it’s 

a good way to start free time 

during Friday fun night.  

Friday Fun Night: 

Yunjeong Lee, Chloe 

Peterson 

From improv groups to hyp-

notists, Friday fun night has 

been an annual activity to 

get delegates from around 

the state to interact and form 

new friendships. This year, 

instead of an extravagant 

event, delegates had the 

chance to do ice breakers 

and play board games in a 

more intimate setting. Luke 

Kokinos said that he sug-

gested the idea because he 

thought it was better for the 

delegates to have unstruc-

tured time to be able to in-

teract with more people out-

side of their delegation. Del-

egates enjoyed the idea of 

having a more flexible time 

together. “I thought the hotel 

got pretty busy, but it was 

fun. I liked the idea of hav-

ing the freedom to meet new 

people during the ice break-

ers and talk about experienc-

es regarding the program,” 

said first year Press Corps 

delegate Angus Blakeman 

from Stevens Point. Com-

pared to previous years, del-

egates believed that this year 

allowed more interaction 

between delegates from oth-

Friday Fun night 

by Lauren Gilmeister 

Devotionals & Friday Fun Night 

Truth from the Youth 
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Want to know 

if  a bill passed? 

Find out on the 

new bill tracker  

at 

wiyig.wordpress.com 

We have an 

online edition! 

wiyig.wordpress.com 

Twitter/

Instagram: 

@WIYIG 

Friday Fun night by Lauren Gilmeister 
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Want to see … 

Video of  

Supreme Court? 

An interview with 

the Chief Justice 

Emma Ross? 

More officer 

profiles? 

Check out the 

Wordpress at 

wiyig.wordpress.com 

Officer Profile 

What is the Supreme Court? 

INSIDE THE SUPREME COURT 

Erin Tschida is a junior 

from Stevens Point Area 

Senior High.  She is the 

Attorney General of the 

Supreme Court.  This is 

Erin’s third year in Youth 

and Government and her 

third year on the Supreme 

Court.  She joined Youth 

in Government because it 

looked interesting to her 

and knew a couple people 

who were in it. Erin decid-

comes up. Another factor 

that a delegate in this posi-

tion must know, is to pre-

pare an oral argument. 

During this argument, the 

appellant, who is arguing 

for the appealing party, 

will get twelve minutes. 

They start off by asking 

the judge if they would 

like to hear a statement of 

the facts. After, they can 

then go on to spend the 

remainder of their time 

debating their side of the 

argument or save the re-

mainder of their time for 

their rebuttal. As for the 

respondent, who gets ten 

minutes, they will ask the 

judge if they would like a 

restatement of the facts. 

They can then go on to 

point out any errors their 

opponent made or rebut 

the appellant. 

 

One benefit the Supreme 

Court has is that each del-

egate will have the oppor-

tunity to act as one of the 

Seven Justices. During this 

time, delegate will be able 

to review briefs, listen and 

take notes on cases, and 

ask questions. They will 

also have the responsibil-

ity to be apart of delibera-

tion, which is when all of 

the Justices go into the 

deliberation room and dis-

cuss the facts of the case. 

While this is happening, 

they also consider if cer-

tain cases are constitution-

al (legal questions). After 

fifteen to thirty minutes 

(sometimes longer), the 

Justices will vote and the 

verdict will be announced 

during closing ceremonies.  

The Supreme Court is a 

crucial part in the Youth in 

Government program. 

Each member of the court 

is assigned a case, in 

which they then have to 

write a brief, which is a 

short summary of their 

case. While writing, it is 

important to research the 

topic because one fact 

could be the deciding fac-

tor in winning or not. 

When attorneys are pre-

senting their 

cases, all of 

the seven 

Justices are 

free to inter-

rupt the dele-

gate at any 

time with 

questions. 

This means 

Supreme Court members 

must be prepared to an-

swer any question that 

Attorney General 

Jenna Simo 

Attorneys Alex Anderson and Ryan King by Adison Cole Seven Justices by Adison Cole 

Attorney Nikita  

Livermore 

by Adison Cole 
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Erin Tschida is a junior from 

Stevens Point Area Senior 

High.  She is the Attorney 

General of the Supreme 

Court.  This is Erin’s third 

year in Youth and Government 

and her third year on the Su-

preme Court.  She joined 

Youth in Government because 

it looked interesting to her and 

knew a couple people who 

were in it. Erin decided she 

wanted to be a part of the Su-

preme Court because she 

wanted to have the opportunity 

to prepare for her argument 

ahead of time before delibera-

tion.  When asked about what 

her favorite part of the Model 

Government weekend was, she 

replied with, “ I really like 

seeing familiar faces and inter-

acting with old friends.”  On 

State Street, she really enjoys 

eating at Tutto’s Pasta.  

Erin Tschida is an aspir-

ing political protege 

whom attended the Sen-

ate Scholar trip a num-

ber of weeks ago here in 

Madison. “I really want 

to major in political sci-

ence one day but I’m 

still not sure what career 

I want to pursue.”  

able to renew her legal perma-

nent resident status, making 

her quest for citizenship is 

basically impossible. She has 

three children who are legal 

residents of the United States. 

Olszanowski claims she made 

the guilty plea before she was 

informed that she could be 

deported. She moved to with-

draw her guilty plea on the 

grounds that is unable to re-

new her residency, seek citi-

zenship, or leave and re-enter 

the county. However, the state 

did not warn her about the 120

-day time limit on motions 

under WIS. STAT. 971.08(2), 

(now repealed). The state de-

cided that the court had failed 

to give Olszanowski the re-

quired warning, but contended 

that she failed to show that she 

is now subject to actual immi-

gration proceedings. The cir-

cuit denied the motion Ol-

szanowski submitted to with-

Olszanowski v. State of Wis-

consin is an interesting court 

case in the Wisconsin Youth 

Supreme Court that is being 

argued today. The attorney for 

the respondent (State of Wis-

consin) is Matthew Altmann 

and the attorney for the appel-

lant (Olszanowski) is Olivia 

Mancheski-Thompson. Sandra 

Olszanowski was convicted of 

possession of cocaine, tetrahy-

drocannabinol (THC), and 

drug paraphernalia. She plead-

ed guilty to the charges.  As a 

direct result of her guilty plea 

Olszanowski is not deportable 

because she is only a legal 

permanent citizen, not a citi-

zen of the United States. Un-

der federal immigration law 

she is also barred from reen-

tering the country if she 
chooses to travel outside the 

county. With the status of 

“deportable and ineligible for 

re-entry”, she would not be 

draw her plea on the grounds 

that she had not shown that 

immigration proceedings were 

underway as a result of her 

plea.  

Officer Profiles: Attorney General 

Olszanowski v. State of Wisconsin 

Continued on wyig.wordpress.com 

Jenna Menadue 

Caitlin Plaisance 

INSIDE THE SUPREME COURT 

Attorney General Erin Tchida 

by Adison Cole 

Deliberation by Adison Cole 
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Fossil in North  

Hearing Room 

by Jenna Menadue 

Capitol History 
When walking into the 

Capitol, there is lots of 

amazing architecture. The 

arches with the golden 

decorations, the giant mar-

ble pillars, and the grand 

rotunda are all part of this 

elegant building. The 

beauty of the building is a 

wondrous work of art. To 

truly know the Capitol, we 

must know its history. 
 
The Capitol that YIG vis-

its for Model Government 

is not the original Capitol 

building. The first Capitol 

building was built in 1837. 

For that building, they 

used stone that was 

ferried across Lake 

Mendota. The cost of 

the building was around 

$60,000. The second 

Capitol building started 

construction in 1857 

because the first Capi-

tol building was too 

small.  The construction 

was completed in 1869. 

A fire ruined the second 

building. The fire oc-

curred right before the 

Building Commission was 

meeting to plan a larger 

Capitol building, that was 

going to built on the skele-

ton of the one partly de-

stroyed by the fire.   

The current Capitol build-

ing that YIG uses today 

started reconstruction in 

1906. There are many 

Greek and Roman influ-

ences in the building. 

Throughout many adjust-

ments and alterations, the 

Capitol building was com-

pleted in 1917. The cost of 

the third version of the 

building was $7.25 mil-

lion. With all of the resto-

rations and renovations, 

the government has spent 

over $300 million on 

maintaining the Capitol 

building. The Capitol 

building is home to the 

largest granite dome in the 

world. The various types 

of stones placed in the 

Capitol building come 

from six countries and 

eight states. The white 

exterior of the building is 

from Vermont, while most 

of the granite found inside 

the building is from Wis-

consin. The tip of the stat-

ue is 16 feet and 2 inches 

higher than the Capitol 

building in Washington 

D.C. The statue is named 

“Wisconsin”, and it was 

designed and built by Dan-

iel Chester French in 

1920. It’s 15 feet and 5 

inches tall, and it weighs 

6,000 pounds.  The sculp-

ture is a lady who was 

shaped in the image of 

Athena, dressed in Greek 

clothes, and has her arm 

extended in the state motto 

of “Forward”. She wears a 

helmet depicting a badger 

on top.   

 

Another interesting piece 

of architecture includes 

the fossils. One of the fos-

sils that usually makes a 

statement is the fossil in 

the North Hearing Room. 

This particular fossil is 

from stone that was once 

part of the seafloor. An-

other famous fossil is of a 

starfish on the North wing 

stairs on floor two. Thanks 

to the creative genius of 

the architect George B. 

Post, we have an amazing 

Capitol building that the 

Youth in Government of 

Wisconsin can call home 

for Model Government 
 
Sources: 
Wisconsin State Capitol 

Tour Narration 

Wisconsin State Capitol 

Superstructure  

Capitol Building by 

Jenna Menadue 

N E W S L E T T E R  T I T L E  

Jenna Menadue 

Caitlin Plaisance 
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Governor’s Ball is one of the 

most anticipated events at the 

Model Government weekend. 

Starting at 8:30 tonight and 

going to 10:00, delegates will 

be able to dance and socialize 

with their old and new friends. 

It is located in the Madison 

ballroom of the Concourse 

Hotel. YIG Governor Luke 

Kokinos will make an intro-

duction speech, followed by 

Secretary of State Saul 

Roselaar, who will be giving 

the main speech tonight, and 

reflecting back on the week-

end so far. Lt. Governor Nora 

Ptacek, said, ¨This Governor’s 

Ball is very similar to past 

ones, other than location of 

course.¨ Officers will be intro-

duced and they will have the 

opportunity to participate in 

the first dance together. After-

wards, all delegates can dance, 

have fun, and  make an enjoy-

able time on their last night in 

Madison. Nora is also excited 

to see the delegates in the 

same room socializing and 

sharing their experiences of 

the weekend with each other. 

One of her most memorable 

experiences at the Ball was 

when the officers still had to 

dance together even after the 

music wouldn't play. Another 

excited delegate is Lauren Gil-

meister, the Video Production 

Manager of the Press Corps. 

She says, ¨The Governors Ball 

is a time for delegates to have 

fun and come together because 

we all share the same common 

interests and passions.¨ So 

have fun and make great mem-

ories at tonight's Governors 

Ball!  

that Tony was yelling and 

jumping in front of cars, and 

that he had hit and attempted 

to strangle someone. It was in 

that struggle that Officer Ken-

ny fatally shot Tony. No 

charges were filed against Of-

ficer Kenny. 

 
“‘He was unarmed,’ Chief 

Koval said, ‘and that’s going 

to make this all the more com-

plicated … for the public to 

accept, to understand and to 

wait patiently for what other 

circumstances, if any, were 

there … such that deadly force 

had to be used,’” Koval told 

the Wisconsin State Journal. 

“‘To his family and to his 

friends and to this community, 
that is a loss, [...] Nineteen 

years old is too young.’” 

“I thought it was cool to expe-

On Friday night, protesters 

were stationed outside the 

Capitol. The protests were 

peaceful, but their message 

was conveyed clearly - Black 

Lives Matter. Their website 

describes themselves as “a 

chapter-based national organi-

zation working for the validity 

of Black life. We are working 

to (re)build the Black libera-

tion movement.” After 

Trayvon Martin’s shooting in 

2012, the 17-year old was put 

on trial for his own murder. 

That is when Black Lives Mat-

ter movement was formed. 

Here in Madison around 5:30 

Friday evening, Black Lives 

Matter protesters walked down 

State Street, shouting “Tony 
Robinson”, the name of an 

unarmed 19 year old who was 

shot last May. Media reported 

rience a movement 

like that,” Delegate 

Yunjeong Lee said 

after seeing the pro-

testers walking down 

State street. She said, 

“In my small commu-

nity, I’ve never expe-

rienced something 

like that before.”  

 

 

 

 

Citations: 

"AboutBlack Lives 

Matter." Black Lives Matter 

RSS2. Web. 05 Mar. 2016. 

"Tony Robinson Case: No 

Charges for Officer." CNN. 

Cable News Network. Web. 
05 Mar. 2016. 

 

Black Lives Matter Protests 

Photo by Katie Hartman 

Georgia Hoyer 

Gale Chier 

 
Sarah Fleming 

Katie Hartman 



will be fined $1,500, and after a 

second offense, they will lose 

their license. This law would not 

require people to buy the smart 

guns, just for shops to offer 

them. Izzy has learned a lot 

from researching her bill. She 

gained a lot of overall 

knowledge of smart guns, and 

soon found that majority of peo-

ple do not have faith that these 

guns would even be safe. She 

believes that the gun technology 

will evolve, just like cellphones 

Izzy Quattrucci is a second year 

delegate from the Dane County 

delegation. She wrote a bill 

about that is meant to create a 

safer state by enacting a safe 

gun law. A safe gun and a smart 

gun are one in the same. A 

“smart gun” is a gun that uses 

personal identification to acti-

vate the gun, such as a ring or 

fingerprint. This law would re-

quire gun stores to offer at least 

one option of safe guns to the 

public, and if they do not, they 

or computers. Izzy 

was inspired to create 

this bill from a 60 

minute episode on 

smart guns. One com-

mon argument that 

Izzy heard from the 

discussion of her bill 

was that forcing the 

shop owners to pur-

chase the safer guns 

was unconstitutional. 

Early today, Izzy’s bill 

passed the Senate. 

Smart Guns 

Photo by Erin 

Gretzinger 

Hunter Dresden 

Interview with Steve Lyons 
Steve Lyons works as a Gov-

ernment Affairs and Crisis 

Communications Advisor. Pri-

or to his current career, Steve 

attended UW Whitewater and 

he ended up working on a US 

Senate Campaign for a semes-

ter of credits where he met 

many important figures, includ-

ing the President and Vice 

President of the United States. 

Lyons worked in the capitol for 

about twenty years in various 

positions. In his current dual 

positions, Lyons has many dif-

ferent responsibilities and 

roles. In Government Affairs, 

he is a registered lobbyist and 

has twenty six clients that he 

represents. One of the main 

things he does there is work to 

pass bills. On bill he has helped 

pass is on the legalization of 

CBD, which is a medical cream 

containing marijuana that helps 

children prone to seizures. An-

other bill he helped pass was 

titled Nick´s Law, inspired by a 

boy who was severely injured 
in a car crash when he was on-

ly 4 years old. This law tough-

ens the penalty for unlicensed 

driving. Lyons also works as a 

Crisis Communications Advisor 

where he represents people as a 

spokesperson to the media. He 

protects people who are involved 

in large cases from the media, 

and helps tell their side of the 

story. One of his most famous 

cases was the Slender Man Case 

where he represented the family 

of a 12 year old girl that was 

gruesomely stabbed 19 times in 

the woods by two other girls her 

age, thinking that if they killed 

her, the fictional character Slen-

der Man would recruit them. This 

incident took place in Waukesha, 

Wisconsin, but quickly made na-

tional and international news. 

Lyon’s job was to give the infor-

mation to the public in the way 

the family wanted and to also 

keep the little girl’s name out of 

the news to protect her and her 

family. Out of this horrible trage-

dy, one good was made possible, 

Purple Hearts Day. This holiday 

was created because the little girl 

loves purple and hearts. People 
from all over the world were 

sending her letters with purple 

hearts, and one day, the little girl 

received an actual Purple 

Heart from an anonymous 

injured veteran, who said the 

little girl deserved this great 

medal of honor more than 

him. Steve Lyons did a lot of 

things to help the family 

through this extremely rough 

time in their life. He orga-

nized a brat fest to raise mon-

ey for their family and made 

Purple Hearts Day a reality. 

The Slender Man case is his 

most famous cases, but also 

one of his favorites. He got to 

represent and support a fami-

ly who needed his help, and 

he did it all for free. Lyon’s 

advice to delegates is ¨to get 

involved, volunteer, and 

show leadership.¨ He says 

that people don't look at your 

grades, but at your extracur-

ricular activity. Lyon gave a 

final few words on the im-

portance of work ethic. 

“People can get experience,” 

Lyons said, “but the thing 

that I find is that you can’t 
train work ethic.” 

Georgia Hoyer 

Erin Gretzinger 


