
Kokinos’s State of the State 

Address. Kokinos talked 

about the idea that “friends 

are forever” is unrealistic 

and to argue for our future 

this weekend. The ceremony 

wrapped up with Steve Elli-

ott thanking the delegates, 

advisors, and alumni. He 

then gave updates on the 

Gubernatorial & Secretary of  State  
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Opening Ceremonies Gale Chier 

Georgia Hoyer 

The Opening Ceremony 

consisted of guest speakers, 

unique speeches and impor-

tant news for the session 

ahead. It all started with the 

Executive Officers being 

announced as they entered 

the chambers, where every-

one paid their respects with 

a standing ovation. Then, 

guest speaker Justice David 

Prosser swore in Chief Jus-

tice Emma Ross. Justice 

Prosser then gave a speech, 

comparing the YIG program 

to the state basketball 

games. He related the two 

activities by comparing find-

ing the stars in high school 

basketball players becoming 

NBA players to how YIG 

members can be the next 

stars of government. “Old 

geezers like me are always 

trying to spot the stars,” he 

said. The ceremony contin-

ued with our Governor Luke 

hotel rooms, telling dele-

gates to make sure they get 

their keys and bring luggage 

to their rooms either during 

dinner or after the session. 

Sundara Link adjourned the 

ceremony, and sent every-

one off to their first session 

for the Model Gov weekend. 

Luke Kokinos meets Justice 

Prosser by Emily Conklin 

Officers Enter Assembly Chambers 

by Adison Cole 
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Nora Ptacek 

By Lily Birmingham 

Nora Ptacek 

Jenna Seiler 

Ptacek/Seiler Governor Ticket 

Current Lieutenant Gover-

nor Nora Ptacek is running 

for Governor for the 2017 

session. She has been in-

volved in the program for 

3 years, and has fallen in 

love with YIG and Nora 

has many fresh ideas to 

improve it. “Being gover-

nor will allow me to im-

plement all the ideas I 

have to the program,” 

Nora said. Regardless of 

whether she is elected or 

not, she will continue to 

contribute and give back 

to Youth in Government. 

If elected with running 

mate Jenna Seiler, Nora 

wants to improve the com-

munication between pro-

gram areas by opening up 

the Press Corps so that 

anyone can write an arti-

cle. Priorities of editing, 

formatting, and video 

would be given to the ac-

tual Press Corps members, 

but someone from another 

program area could write 

about something they 

found interesting in their 

chamber, and submit it to 

be in the paper. Nora 

thinks this will integrate 

all the program and help 

delegates learn about each 

other's endeavors. She 

would also add a new sec-

tion about opinions be-

cause, as Nora put it, 

“Journalists have opinions 

too.” By adding this sec-

tion, Press Corps members 

would be able to voice 

their opinion in a safe en-

vironment. They would be 

getting a privilege that the 

other program areas have 

that they do not. In addi-

tion to changes in the 

friend, convinced her to 

join.“I decided to run for 

Lieutenant Governor be-

cause it is a great opportu-

nity to make change. Over 

the past three years, I’ve 

seen ideas proposed, and I 

want to make those differ-

ences transform the pro-

gram,” said Seiler. For 

Seiler, those changes she 

wants to see is the quality 

of speeches in all houses. 

“Technology allows fac-

tional info, which sparks 

debate. We also want to 

allow delegates to sign up 

in advance for pro and con 

speeches, that would per-

mit them to be better pre-

Jenna Seiler has been in 

Youth In Government for 

three years, all of which 

she participated in Senate. 

She is a Junior at Sturgeon 

Bay High School. Last 

year, Jenna Seiler ran 

against Nora Ptacek for 

the position of Lieutenant 

Governor but now she is 

running as Nora’s Lieuten-

ant Governor.“Over the 

summer at the Conference 

on National Affairs, we 

both realized that we work 

well together,” said Seiler. 

“Our differences make us 

a better team.” Seiler 

joined Youth and Govern-

ment when Representative 

Kitchens, a close family 

pared,” Seiler says. Her 

favorite Model Govern-

ment memory was during 

her first year when Alex 

Reis went around and gave 

everyone in the chamber 

little slips of paper. Her 

note from Reis said, 

“Smile more, it’s beauti-

ful.” 

T R U T H  F R O M  T H E  Y O U T H  

Chloe Peterson 

Yunjeong Lee 

Sarah Flemming 

Katie Hartman 
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Genevieve Frank, a third year 

delegate from the Fox Cities 

Delegation, has decided to run 

for Governor with Izzy Quat-

trucci as Lt. Governor. “We 

both admire each other as 

speakers and are compatible 

with one another. Our energy 

is at the same level,” Gene-

vieve said about Izzy. Gene-

vieve sees a lot of potential 

within the program and seeks 

to make a change. “I feel that 

this program can grow a lot 

more, and we can recruit more 

delegates. I want to improve 

the quality of the Model Gov-

ernment session by developing 

the website and pushing the 

program along a little more.” 

Genevieve has been to the 

Conference on National Af-

fairs and this year, she is the 

speaker for the Harvey Assem-

bly.“I am really out-going and 

easy to talk to which are my 

best qualities that would make 

me a qualif ied governor,” 

Genevieve said. Her favorite 

memory is when her bill on 

redirecting the voucher system 

for public education passed by 

unanimous consent in the Sen-

ate. For Genevieve, “it was an 

unforgettable moment and the 

highlight of [her] weekend.” 

with her 4-H program for 11 

years and holding the pro-

gram’s President position for 

three years, Izzy has lots of 

experience with leadership. 

“In 4-H, we strive to bring the 

community an opportunity to 

build leadership,” Izzy said. If 

elected Lieutenant Governor, 

Izzy plans to set many goals 

for herself and running mate. 

Izzy said, “Our biggest goal is 

to create equal positions. 

When bills pass from the as-

sembly and come to the gover-

nor's office, we plan to deal 

with them as a pair. Although 

we have separate titles, it is 

important that we have an 

equal partnership.” She hopes 

to incorporate the idea of a 

more connected program by 

keeping everyone in the loop 

regarding bills, meetings, and 

social events. Also, she plans 

to update websites that are 

outdated, and collaborate with 

other delegations about re-

cruitment. “YIG has given me 

such a voice, along with op-

portunities and outlets to voice 

my voice,” Izzy said, “I have 

met some of the coolest and 

most intelligent people 

through this program, 

and I want to give back 

to this program as it 

has given to me.”  

Izzy Quattrucci from Dane 

County Delegation is running 

for Lieutenant Governor with 

Genevieve Frank as Governor. 

Izzy has been in the program 

for two years in both Blue As-

sembly and Senate. She de-

cided to run for a position be-

cause of a memorable experi-

ence her first year. “Izzy Hitz-

man, the Lieutenant Governor 

at the time, came in and ob-

served my debate,” Izzy said, 

“She just seemed like such a 

cool person, and told me that I 

was a great speaker. It was my 

first experience with an execu-

tive position, and it just made 

me want to give back to the 

YIG program and gave me 

inspiration.” Being involved 

Izzy Quattrucci 
Yunjeong Lee 

Frank/Quattrucci Governor Ticket 
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ing out within the community. 

Part of helping out the commu-

nity is the YIG Cares project. 

Elly’s project idea is to support 

a shelter for homeless and run-

away teens. She was part of a 

program two years ago that sup-

ported a shelter and she feels 

that it’s important to help teen-

agers, since YIG’s members are 

teenagers themselves. Elly also 

wants to start a shadow program 

within Youth in Government so 

that people can experience each 

of the program areas. This 

would make it easier for dele-

gates to choose which area they 

would like to go into in the fu-

ture. Elly believes that the Su-

preme Court and Press Corps 

are both equally important as the 

Legislative Branch. In her mind, 

Elly Craig is running for the 

Secretary of State for the 2016 

session. She been in the Legisla-

tive branch in for her entire six 

years in the program. Elly is 

running for Secretary of State 

because she thinks it would be a 

fun and great experience. She 

believes that being elected for 

this position would be a great 

way to give back to the pro-

gram. When she was a younger 

delegate, she loved how the pre-

siding officers made everybody 

feel and helped so greatly, and 

that’s what she wants to do now. 

To her, the Secretary of State is 

the spokesperson of everybody 

in the program. They help with 

all of the program areas, and 

they help the governor and lieu-

tenant governor, as well as help-

Supreme Court is important be-

cause it helps interpret the con-

stitution and maintain good eth-

ics, and she believes that Press 

Corps is important because it 

keeps everyone informed. Elly’s 

favorite Model Gov memory is 

walking from the 

Capitol to the Gov-

ernor’s Ball every 

year on Saturday 

nights. She enjoys 

how everybody can 

be themselves and 

how close every-

body is during that 

time. 

Secretary of State Candidates 

Elly Craig         Adison Cole, Angus Blake 

Saul Roselaar         Jenna Simo, Georgia Hoyer 

Saul Roselaar, Fox Cities Dele-

gation, is running to be the Sec-

retary of State for the second 

year in a row. Although he did 

not run last year, Saul became 

Secretary of State at Pre-Gov 

due to a delegate in the position 

dropping out. His major focuses 

have been including Press Corps 

and making legis lative bills 

more concise. In his position, he 

had Gwen Guenther meet with 

the Press Corps team to talk 

about what a real reporter does. 

Roselaar also met with the Leg-

islative Reference Bureau to see 

how actual bills are written and 

presented. He hopes to continue 

these concerns if he were to be 

elected again and when asked 

what his favorite part of this 

position is, Saul responded with, 

 

“Seeing delegates interact with 

each other and broadening their 

horizons.” Roselaar plans to 

prepare for the speech by being 

as genuine as possible and stat-

ing what he really wants for the 

future of the Youth in Govern-

ment Program. His advice for 

delegates who are too scared to 

run for a certain position 

is,  “What's the worst that could 

happen? You lose and that's the 

same as not running. So there's 

only benefits, and what's the 

best that can happen? You win.” 


